What’s With the Affidavits that Veterinary Technicians Need?

By Dr. Al Balay, Chair, MVMA Veterinary Technician Committee

In this article we emphasize what's coming this
year and review the required affidavits that must
accompany every application for a veterinary
technician license. You are also invited to seek
out the M & M Technician Licensure Lounge at
the MVMA 2026 Annual Conference. Members of
the M & M team (MVMA Drs. Ann Brownlee and
Al Balay as well as MAVT CVTs Kim Horne and
Sam Geiling) will be available throughout the
conference to assist with any questions you have.

Clockwise from top left: Dr. Allen Balay, Dr. Ann Brownlee, Sam
Geiling, CVT, and Kim Horne, CVT, will be available at the 2026
Conference to answer questions and speak on licensure.

Transition from Certification to Licensure

This year: Veterinary Technician Licensure takes
effect July 1. MVMA certification of technicians
ends June 30, 2026. The application process
for licensure through the Board of Veterinary
Medicine (BVM) is expected to begin in March
2026. On the Board of Veterinary Medicine
website, there is a flowchart of the licensing
processes as well as the criminal background
check process. More application instructions
will be posted to the Board website closer to
March 2026.

Affidavits & Templates

We do know that every applicant will need FIVE
“letters of reference” per the Board's flowchart.
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The reality is that the “letters of reference” are
affidavits. Minnesota Statutes section 156.077
requires applications for veterinary technician
licensure to include “affidavits from at least two
licensed veterinarians and three adults who are
not related to the applicant.”

The Affidavits must:

1. be based on Affiant’s personal knowledge of
the Applicant and Affiant’s ability to testify to
the matters stated; and

2. establish how long, when, and under what
circumstances Affiant has known the
Applicant and any other facts that may
enable the Minnesota Board of Veterinary
Medicine to determine the Applicant’s
qualifications; and

3. contain only facts that would be admissible
in evidence; and

4. be signed before a notary public.

With the encouragement of the Minnesota
Board of Veterinary Medicine, the MVMA is
providing two different affidavit templates
starting in January 2026 that satisfy the licensure
requirements. There is no requirement to use the
affidavit templates provided by MVMA. Affidavit
templates are now available on MVMA's
website; from the home page, navigate to “Vet
Techs" then “Veterinary Technician Licensure.”

TEMPLATE 1 - ALL APPLICANTS WILL USE THIS
TEMPLATE FOR THE THREE ADULTS NOT RELATED
TO THE APPLICANT; IN ADDITION, THIS TEMPLATE
MAY BE USED BY TWO VETERINARINANS FOR

THE FOLLOWING APPLICANTS: CVTIN GOOD
STANDING WITH THE MVMA; A CREDENTIALED VET
TECH TRANSFERRING TO MINNESOTA; A RECENT
GRADUATE OF AN ACCREDITED VETERINARY
TECHNICIAN PROGRAM.

TEMPLATE 2 - FOR USE BY TWO LICENSED
SUPERVISORY VETERINARIANS

Use Template 2 if Affiant is a licensed
veterinarian, and the Applicant:

1. is applying under the Temporary Alternative
Qualifications; AND

2. has at least 4,160 hours working in the


https://mn.gov/boards/veterinary-medicine/applications/veterinary-technicians.jsp
https://mn.gov/boards/veterinary-medicine/applications/veterinary-technicians.jsp
https://mvma.memberclicks.net/veterinary-technician-licensure

veterinary field within the last five years, and
the licensed veterinarian can attest to the
hours completed under their supervision;

When determining the Applicant’s competency,
Affiant should consider the following:

1. the Applicant’s ability to supervise unlicensed
staff

2. the Applicant’s ability to work remotely (with
specific guidelines as established by the
Board of Veterinary Medicine);

3. Template 2's list of competencies is based on
the minimum expectations for new graduates
as determined by the AVMA’'s Committee
of Veterinary Technician Education and
Activities Essential Skills, and is intended to be
interpreted broadly with inclusivity regarding
all potential animal species with which the
Applicant may work.

Learn More at the 2026 Conference

Get your questions answered and find out how
to complete the affidavits at the MVMA Annual
Conference. We'll have hours each day during

the conference; see page 10 for a list of M &
M Technician Licensure Lounge hours. These
hours are for DVMs, technicians, and practice
managers. There will also be notaries available
to complete the affidavits.

Specifically, there is a session on affidavits on
Thursday morning in the Practice Management
track. There are also afternoon sessions in the
veterinary technician track. These sessions

will cover information about the licensure

steps (Friday) and navigating the legacy or
grandfather clause conversations (Saturday).

AFFIDAVIT TEMPLATES NOW AVAILABLE

mvma.org/veterinary-technician-licensure
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